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Introduction to Turtles: 

If you are thinking of getting a pet turtle here are a few things you should know. 

• Turtles can live if properly looked after up to 50 years if not more.

• Turtles grow big, there’s no such thing as a Penny Turtle.  Turtles who haven’t grown
to their natural size is usually due to poor care, stunted growth due to too small of an
environment.

• Turtle, Tortoise or Terrapin.  The main difference is based on physiology Tortoises are
terrestrial (land Dwelling), only requiring water to drink.  There are no Tortoises native
to Australia.  Terrapin is a synonym for a North American word for turtle that is
Terrapene.
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• Your turtle shouldn’t be fed outside water, as they find it hard swallow food.  Your
turtle will always prefer to be in the water unless basking, laying eggs or seeking food.
Turtles kept out of water will dehydrate, starve and die a slow and painfully.

Temperature Control: 

• Turtles need UV and a basking or heat globe to help maintain their body temperature 
and provide efficient amount of vitamin D.

• An aquarium heater should also be provided and kept at 24 deg- 27deg depending 
on turtle species.

• Do not place turtles in front of windows.

Diet: 

• A natural Well-Balanced diet with plenty variety is key to keeping turtles in very 
healthy condition.

Feeding your Turtle: 



Feeding guide: 

Up to 7cm 
Potion size to your Turtles head once a day. Worms, plants for short necks insect larvae 

and turtle sticks. Frozen food should only be offered as a treat. 

7cm-12cm 
Every 2-3 days offering live aquatic plants for short neck turtles. Feeder fish, yabbies’ 

and Fresh Water prawns should also be included in diet. 

12cm +  
Feed every 4-5days live plants should be offered for short necks.  Garden worms, 
Feeder Fish, yabbies’, freshwater mussels, insect larvae, uncoloured moths and 
freshwater prawns. 


